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Users

The “Living Russian Grammar” is intended for university students and for students in schools and colleges,
as well as for adults at beginner and pre-intermediate level. It can also usefully be used by intermediate
learners who wish to review and consolidate their language skills, either with a teacher, or in self study
mode.

Development

The “Living Russian Grammar” responds to the needs of learners who wish to acquire the basics of
communication in Russian with a correct lexical and grammatical basis.

The book was tested in different versions, and improved in response to feedback from clients — students,
business people, diplomats, ex-pats, etc.

Principles

This grammar does not purport to be a full description of the Russian language. It is a teaching and learning
tool based on a selection of the most essential grammatical structures, and introducing an active and useful
vocabulary. We have tried to show how linguistic elements are organised and used in real contexts. In order
to keep up with contemporary linguistic research, we have tried to avoid the use of an over specialised
technical vocabulary, which might confuse learners. Similarly, we have only used examples that might be
considered useful at this level of study.

Lastly, we have always attempted to make the learning of Russian grammar less abstract, more interesting,
and more motivating.

Layout

The book comprises 57 units, which allow separate research of each grammatical topic, as well as a set
of grammatical tables at the end. In the units, grammatical points are explained on the left-hand pages,
with live examples, and exercises to practise the language are given on the right-hand page. Certain more
complex grammatical topics are split over several units.

We hope that this volume will help you find pleasure and ease in acquiring the basics of everyday Russian,
a language too often considered to be a difficult one to learn.

We wish you good luck!
The authors



2 NOUNS
singular and plural

3710 mMarasuH. 3710 MawmHa. 370 OKHO.

This is a shop. This is a car. This is a window.
3710 MarasiHebl. 370 MaWWHBI. 370 6kHa.

These are shops. These are cars. These are windows.

THE NOMINATIVE PLURAL

+» General rule. Noun endings change according to gender and number. The nominative plural
endings are as follows:

masculine feminine

neuter
-bl (-N) -bl (-W) -A (-1)
CTYOEHT (student) > CTYAEHTbI namna (lamp) > namnsl Oéno (business) > pena
JeHb (day) > OHu apmusa (army) > apMumn MOpe (sea) > MOpS

HOBOCTb (piece of news) & HOBOCTU

SPELLING RULES

These are generally to do with phonetics. Certain letters may not follow each other.

@ After the consonants I, K, X and K, Y, LU, LL| we write -U:

r KHUra (book) >  KHUMM

K  ypok (lesson) >  ypoku

X  andxa (epoch) 2>  3noxm

X atax (floor) > 9Taxu

Y  Bpau (doctor) > Bpauu

Wl kapangaw (pencil) 2 KapaHgawwu
Wl nnaw (raincoat) 2 nnawmu

@ Masculin nouns in -M, feminine nouns in -8 and all nouns in -b have a Nom. pl. in -U:

TpamBam (masc.) (tram) > TpaMmBamu TETA (fem.) (aunt) > TETN
CnoBapb (masc.) (dictionary) & crnoBapw TeTpaab (fem.) (exercise book) > TeTpaaun




Nouns singular and plural YNPAXHEHUA

1 Give the Nominative plural of the following words:

pecTopaH nogpyra pelueHue
XypHan MaLLMHa rocyaapcTteo
TenedoH nporpamMmma KonbLo
YyemopnaH KBapTupa aeno
cnoeapb BCTpeya npepnoxexHve
oduc npobnema nMCcbMO

GaHk KoMHaTa 30aHune

3HakK HOYb MEeCTO

2 Put the following into the plural:
Example: 9T0 ynuua. > 3T0 ynuupl.

3T0 nnowaap. 9710 odouc.

370 3aaHMe. 3710 BaHK.

370 aBTOGYC. OT0 rocTMHULa.
OT0 pecTopaH. 9710 6onbHULA.
310 mMarasuH. 3710 BOK3an.
370 MawmHa. 9710 cTaHuus.
OTo anTeka. 3710 my3en.

3 Give the Nominative singular of the following words:

CTpaHbl hUnbMbI FOCTUHUUI
napkmu JANCKM Aena
ouneTol KOMHaTbI nucbma
ynuLbl noapyru KornbLa
MalLLMUHbI KMHoum [OKYMEHTbI
Kny6bl crnosapu KBapTUPbI

A Reply in the negative, putting the word in brackets into the plural:
Example: — 3T0 KHWUrM? (cnoBapb) — HeT, 3TO He KHWrK, 3TO CrioBapw.

1
2

370 rocTMHULUBI? (MHCTUTYT) —

3710 Wkonbl? (YHUBEPCUTET) —

4

3710 cécTpbl? (Nnoapyra) —

5 370 KOMMblOTEPLI? (TENEBU3OP) —

) —
) —

3) — 370 pyykn? (kapaHpaLwl) —
) —
) —
) —

6 3710 nncema? (AOKYMEHT) —




IRREGULAR PLURAL FORMS

@ Nouns that have a change to the stem:

masculine
apyr (friend) > opy3bs CTyn (chair) > cTynbA Opart (brother) > 6patbs
YenoBeék (person) > NOAN uBeTOK (flower) > LBETHI peBEHOK (child) > 0éTn

CblH (son) & CblHOBb4, efc.

feminine
[oub (daughter) > oovepun
Matb (mother) > Matepwu, etc.

neuter

0EépeBo (tree) > [epeéBbs

Bpém4 (time) > BpeMeHa, ums (first name) > NMeHa, etc.
6noko (apple) > sAGNOKK

€ Masculine nouns with a stressed -A (-51) ending in the Nominative plural:

LBeT (colour) > uBeTa npodpéccop (professor) » npodeccopa
yuuTens (teacher) > yuutens agpec (address) > agpeca

Bé&Yep (evening) > Beyepa répog (town) > ropoga

OOoM (house) > oomMma nacnopT (passport) » nacnopra

noesn (train) » noesga rnas (eye) » rnasa, etc.

@ As in English, certain nouns have no plural. This includes substances, feelings, etc. (things that
cannot be counted):

pbiba (fish as a dish) MONoKO (milk) caxap (sugar)

nneo (beer) MSICO (meat) HedTb (oil)

conb (salt) cepebpo (silver) 361070 (gold)
XUMuUs (chemistry) n6o6sb (love) cyacTbe (happiness)

@ As in English, certain nouns have no singular. This includes words that in some way designate a
pair, and certain other nouns:

OYKWN (glasses) yackhl (clock or watch) KaHWKynbl (holidays)
OEHbIMN (money) ayxu (perfume) HOXHULbI (scissors)
CYTKM (24 hours) OptoKu (trousers) Tpychl (short trousers, pants)

@ Certain neuter nouns of foreign origin never change their endings:

MeTpO, paamo, Takcw, Nnansto, MeHHd, etc.
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Nouns singular and plural YNPAXHEHUA

Give the Nominative singular of the following words (if there is one):

Apy3bs noam appeca
ropoga netu HOXHULBI
yachl Bevepa KaHWUKyIbl
nacnopTa aoma noesaa
LBEThI CbIHOBbS O4KU
AeHbIM rnasa ayxu

Which of the words in the following lists has no singular form?

1) py6bnu, dopaHku, Mapku, AeHbrv, Aonnapsbi

2) KHUTK, Yackl, CTyNbsl, CTONbI, LWKadbl

3) py4ku, KapaH4aluu, HOXHWLbI, Nank1, KOHBEPTHI
4) curapeTbl, OYKW, KoY, ra3eThbl, AUCKETHI

5) uBeTbl, AyXW, KOH(ETLI, TOPThI, hoTorpacmm

Which of the words in the following lists has no plural form? Give the plural form of
the remaining words:

anenbCcuH MSICO Tapernka
cepebpo HOX OyTbInka
A3bIK paguo TEHHMC
cyacTtbe HepTb xneb6
KMHO Noxka BCTpeva
BUIIKa MOJTIOKO nboBb

Give the Nominative plural of the following words (if there is one):

npodeccop nogpyra opat

CblH [o4b Manb4uK
uset yunTenb cekpeTapb
3010TO cepebpo MY>K4MHa
pebéHok yernosek COK

noesn MalumHa camonéT
LIBETOK aepeBo po3a
cecTpa Kocpe HedTb
AeBoyka MeTpO apyr

Krioy cTyn BpeMsi
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